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CLAIMS 

1 . \k method of obtaining media data in a client device from a plurality of media 
datasservers on a network, the method comprising the steps of: 
\accessing a meta data server; 
receiving meta data from said meta data server; 

utilising said meta data to locate at least one data server of said plurality 

of media data servers on the network; and 
accessing said media data from said at least one media data server. 

2. A system for\ distributed media network and meta data server, the system 
2 comprising: 

at least one toeta data server connected to a communications network; 
4 at least one media data server for retrieving requested media data , the 

at least o\e media data server connected to the communications 
6 network; 

at least one client transceiver connected to the communications network 
8 for receiving, storing and messaging to said meta data server; and 

at least one meta data Information source connected to said at least one 
1 0 meta data server. 

3. The system as in claim 2, where\i the meta data information source is a meta 
2 data database. 

4. The system as in claim 2, wherein thp meta data information source is a file 
2 management system on a computer. 

5. The system as in claim 2, wherein a second client transceiver of said at least 
2 one client transceiver functions as a first media data server of said at least one 

media data server, and wherein the at least one meta data server informs said 
4 at least one client transceiver that said second client transceiver functioning as 
a first media data server has access to said requested media data. 

6. The system as in claim 2, wherein a first client transceiver of said at least one 
2 client transceiver transmits, stores, and messages a second client transceiver 

of said at least one client transceiver of the communications network. 
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7. \he system as in claim 2, wherein a first media data server of said at least 
one media data server functions as one client transceiver of said at least one 
client transceiver. 

8. The system as in claim 2, wherein a first media data server of said at least 
one media fclata server receives, stores and messages a second media data 
server of said^at least one media data server of the communications network. 
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9. A method for receiving and processing requests in a meta data server, said 
2 requests receivedVfrom a client on a communication network, the method 

comprising the steps^of: 
4 receiving a lob in request from said client over the communication 

network; 

6 performing a clier\t access permission verification; 

receiving a media data request from said client; 
8 requesting meta data for said media data request form a meta data 

database; and 

1 0 transmitting meta data for said media data request to said client over the 

communication network. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the meta data contains an address for at 
2 least one media data server, the method further comprising the step of: 

designating a primary media data server of said at least one media data 
4 server based upon criteria gathered from the communication 

network. 



11. The method of claim 10, wherein\the primary media data server is 
designated as a first media data server of\he at least one media data server 
having the least number of clients accessinamedia data files. 



12. The method of claim 10, wherein the brimary media data server is 
designated as a first media data server of the at\Jeast one media data server 
having a highest reliability rating. 
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13. The method of claim 10, wherein the primary media data server is 
2 designatecKas a first media data server of the at least one media data server 

having the highest data throughput. 

14. The method of\claim 10, wherein the primary media data server is 
2 designated by the metgrejata server. 

15. The method of claim TQ, wherein the primary media data server is 
2 designated by the client. 

1 6. The methoavof claim 9, wherein the meta data for said media data request 
2 is for a portion of s&^l media data request, the method further comprising the 

step of: 

4 requesting additiorifeU/frfeta data for another portion of the media data file. 

17. The method of claim 16, fuKHier comprising the step of: 

2 requesting an encryption k&y from the meta data server. 

1 8. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of: 

2 requesting an encryption key from the meta data server. 

1 9>Arnethod in a client device for obtaining a media data file from a media data 
2 server, ^hegriethod comprising the steps of: 

logginc^iqto a meta data server; 
4 requesting meta data su^sociated with said media data file from said meta 

data served 

6 receiving said meta dafe^associated with said media data file; 

requesting said media dataTH^from said media data server identified by 
8 said meta data; and 

receiving said media data file from s^r<media data server. 



20. The method as in claim 16, wherein said meta data comprises at least one 
data item, said at least one data item selected from the list of: 

a networw address of a primary server that has access to the media data 
file\ 
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a directory structure of a primary storage device that contains the media 

data file; 
a name of the media data file; 

a netwVk address of at least one alternate server that has access to the 
mtedia data file; 

a director^ structure of at least one alternate storage devices that 

contains the media data file; 
a name of ancl owner of the media data file; 
a name of a coViposer of the media data file; 
a name of the copyright holder of the media data file; 
a network address of a server that has access to a graphical image 

associated with the media data file; 
a directory structure Vf a storage device that contains a graphical image 

associated the Vied ia data file; 
a name of a graphical image file associated the media data file; 
a title of an artistic work contained in the media data file; 
a title of a body of work in\which the media data file is associated; 
a name of at least one performer of the media data file; 
a name of at least one composer of artistic work contained on the media 

data file; 

a name of at least one creatorsW the media data file; 
a network address of a server tmat has access to additional information 

about artistic work contained in the media data file; 
a directory structure of a storage device that contains additional 

information about artistic worfe contained in the media data file; 
a name of a file that contains additional information about artistic work 

contained in the media data f\\ey\ 
a network address of a server which offers a sale of the media data file; 
a directory structure of a storage device ifcat contains sales information 

for the media data file; 
a name of a file that contains information on a sale of the media data file; 
a network address of a server which offers a sale of associated products 

of the media data file; 
a directory structure of a storage device that cdntains sales information 

for the associated products of the media data file; and 
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40 a name of a file tnat contains information on sales of associated products 

of the mecfra data file. 
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